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Introduction to ISBN
· In 1967, the International Standard Book Numbering (ISBN) System was established.
· Hong Kong joined the system in 1976.

· ISBN can identify a given title, its publisher, place of publication, edition and binding efficiently and accurately.

· It is widely used in the publishing and book selling industries and amongst librarians for book ordering and stock control.

Composition of an ISBN
Every ISBN comprises ten digits divided into four parts of variable lengths:

	Group identifier
	it identifies the national language, geographic or other similar grouping of publishers. The Group Identifier for Hong Kong is "962".

	Publisher prefix
	this designates the publisher of a given book.

	Title Number
	this is assigned to a given title or edition of a title by the publisher.

	Check Digit
	it checks the correctness of the ISBN.


Each part is separated by a hyphen or space.

Modulo 11 check of an ISBN
· Multiply each digit of the ISBN with weights 10, 9, ..., 2, 1 respectively.

· Find the sum of the products.

· The sum must be divisible by 11.

· The Check Digit (the rightmost digit) ranges from 0 to 10 (use X to represent 10)

Example 

	Group Identifier 
	Publisher Prefix
	Title Number 
	Check Digit 

	
	9
	
	6
	
	2
	
	
	
	2
	
	1
	
	5
	
	
	
	0
	
	0
	
	1
	
	
	?

	x
	10
	
	9
	
	8
	
	
	
	7
	
	6
	
	5
	
	
	
	4
	
	3
	
	2
	
	
	

	
	90
	+
	54
	+
	16
	
	
	+
	14
	+
	6
	+
	25
	
	
	+
	0
	+
	0
	+
	2
	
	
	Total : 207


· Add 2 to give a sum of 209 which is divisible by 11.

· In this case, the Check Digit is 2.

· The valid ISBN is 962-215-001-2.
Scope
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Types of publications and materials included in the ISBN scheme:
· printed books and pamphlets

· microforms

· educational video or movies

· mixed media publications

· microcomputer software (refer to the guidelines extracted from ISBN Review)

· atlases and maps

· publications in Braille

· electronic publications
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Types of publications and materials excluded from the ISBN scheme:
· diaries, calendars

· advertising matters

· newspapers, magazines

· art folders without title page and text

· sound recordings alone

· serial publications
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